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precipitated by the indiscretions of the British representative in St. Petersburg, Sir Robert Wilson, Wilson was ordered expelled on the charge of circulating an anti-Tilsit pamphlet that contained unflattering allegations regarding the person of the tsar. On November 7, 1807, N.S., Russia severed relations with Great Britain.
War with Sweden was the next result of the Tilsit agreement. Gustavus IV Adolphus of Sweden, an uncompromising enemy of Bonaparte, stuck to his alliance with Great Britain in spite of the menacing attitude of Russia and France. The proximity of St. Petersburg to the Swedish border had long caused uneasiness in the Russian capital. Napoleon, directly (his letter to the tsar of February 2, 1808, N.S.) and through Caulaincourt, did everything in his power to encourage Russia's latent ambition to annex Finland. He promised Alexander full support in this venture, and went so far as to offer him Stockholm. Early in February, 1808, the Russian troops crossed the Swedish border, overcame without difficulty the small Swedish garrisons, and occupied Finland. On March 16, 1808, the incorporation of this province in the Russian empire was announced to foreign courts and four days later was proclaimed by an imperial manifesto. The Finnish population, however, refused to submit, and through the summer of 1808 conducted successful guerilla warfare against the invaders. The poor showing of the Swedish troops, political unrest in Stockholm, and Alexander's promises to safeguard the ancient rights and privileges of the Finns turned the scale once more in favor of Russia. In March, 1809, a Russian corps under Barclay de Tolly crossed the ice of the Gulf of Bothnia, occupied the Aland Islands, and reached the shores of Sweden. On March 28, N.S., a Finnish diet was convoked at Borgo by Alexander's orders, and the next day in Stockholm the erratic King Gustavus Adolphus was forced to abdicate the Swedish throne. He was eventually succeeded (June 5,1809, N.S.) by his uncle, the Duke of Sudermania, who took the name of Charles XIII. A peace congress assembled at Frederikshamn in July, and by the treaty of September 17, 1809, N.S., Sweden ceded to Russia the Aland Islands and Finland; the new frontier was traced along the Torneo river. The outcome of the war was highly satisfactory to Alexander and his nationalistically-minded advisers, but it also emphasized the frailties of the Franco-Russian alliance, for Napoleon's promises of military assistance were not fulfilled, although he reaped some of the benefits of the defeat of Sweden. War between that